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Since the start of this pandemic, the 
experience of music has changed from being 
social and inclusive to that of an independent 
experience. But how does this differ from the 
treatment of music in 1918 during the Spanish 
Flu? During the 1900’s, music was at the 
center of home and social life. Concerts were 
the fashion and it was not uncommon to see 
musical instruments in most homes. We can 
assume that once the 1918 pandemic started, 
families took solace in the music played at 
home and it was a way to bring them together.

In this new age of “personal music,” the 
experiences are vastly different: we are told to 
social distance and we are taking music into 

that seclusion. This 
is not to say that 
t h e p re c a u t i o n s 
being taken to stop 
the spread are wrong, but 
we are craving some sense of 
“normalcy” that we can find in music. Use this 
opportunity to create new family music 
traditions, especially with the holidays around 
the corner. Learn a new dance, explore a 
different genre or artist, take the airpods off 
and include the family. As we prep for the 
winter recital, encourage the family to 
participate in practicing, in the recording, and 
the overall experience of the music. 
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Ivan Z. is a hard worker 
and has improved 
tremendously since our first 
lesson. He strives to 
challenge himself at each 
lesson and has been a joy to 
teach. I look forward to 
seeing his progress in the 
months and years to come!  

- Eric Young, Piano Instructor
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