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The te r m mus ic theory i s 

something that’s often thrown 
around a lot, especially when it comes to 

music education. But what is it and why should you care 
about it? Music Theory is the study of the language of 
music to better communicate and understand music itself. 
When looking at music, you may notice lots of markings in 
and around the notes. Each one influences how we play 
the music and can help to express the story or emotions 
being portrayed in the piece. Understanding each 
marking and incorporating them into playing will elevate 
your overall performance, and connect not only the 
audience to the music, but you as well! I like to think of 
sheet music like the recipe for the song, and each marking 
is an ingredient that helps make it. If you were to take one 
of these ingredients out, it would mess up the recipe and 
your cake, or uh, song, would be incomplete. Here are 
some of the fundamentals of music that make our songs 
deliciously awesome!


Rhythm: 


Rhythm has to do with the duration or length of the notes, 
indicated by different types of notes like eighth, quarter, 
half, and whole. These are affected by the time signature, 
written at the beginning of a piece. The top number tells 
how many beats are in each measure, and the bottom 
number tells us what type of note gets one beat. 


Tempo:


Tempo is the speed at which we play, often found at the 
beginning of a piece, written in either descriptive 
adjectives or the classic Italian language. Allegro, 
Moderato, and Andante are some of the words you might 
see. Often you might see a number next to a note, 
showing the BPM or beats per minute that you can set a 
metronome to. You can also find markings that affect the 
tempo throughout the piece l ike r i tardando or 
accelerando which tells us to speed up or slow down. 


Dynamics:


Dynamics affect the volume of the notes, indicated by 
symbols like p, mp, mf, and f, which stand for piano (soft), 
mezzo piano (medium soft), mezzo forte (medium loud), 
and forte (loud). Just by changing the volume of the song, 
you can change the overall feel and make it sound that 
much more interesting!


Articulations:


Articulations change how you play a note, whether that 
be staccato, legato, tied, or have ornamentations that 
add extra flair overall. It’s important to pay attention to the 
various markings, especially when there are multiple going 
on all at once.


Ensure that your pieces are completely mastered by 
adhering to all of these markings and knowing what the 
music is about. Studying your music can help you connect 
with your playing as well as anyone who is listening!
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Hannah Petersen, B.A., Piano Instructor

Katelin S.

is an extremely hard worker. 

She is always able to 
accomplish any piece she sets 

her mind to. She has a beautiful 
touch on the piano, and I always 

look forward to hearing her 
play. Congratulations, Katelin! 

Keep up the great work!”


Leslie Suarez, B.M., Piano Instructor

“student of the month 

instructor corner



Upcoming Events

MAY

7 Spring Recital at UIW 

MAY

18

Corinne Spacagna’s

Birthday

MAY

14

Marissa Garcia’s

Birthday

MAY

21

Spring Recital

at Moonlight Ballroom

MAY

28 Spring Recital at UIW 

Congratulations to Clara F, student of Khadijah 
Jabbar and Hannah Petersen, for getting 
accepted into the music program at multiple 
universities. Clara has accepted an offer to 
attend Stephen F Austin and will be attending in 
the Fall of 2023!

Congratulations to Lilliana Amador, student of 
Khadijah Jabbar, for placing 1st in Music 

Memory at this year's UIL competition!

Congratulations to Rory R, student of Khadijah 
Jabbar, for landing a role as Nancy in Woodlawn 
Theater's production of Newsies Jr.! Rory will be 

performing May 5th-7th!

 

Congratulations to Mikiah H, student of Sarah 
Miga, for being accepted in the music programs 
of multiple universities. Mikiah has chosen to 
attend Washington State University Pullman in 
the fall!


Congratulations to Achu T, student of 
Hannah Petersen, for Passing with Merit the 

Trinity College of London Music Grade 3, 
Level 1 Theory Exam!


Congratulations to Abigail L, student of Isai 
Trejo, for receiving the highest score of a 1 at 
UIL competition for her performance of 
Concertino in G Major by Huber!
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