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Enrique Rangel, B.S., Piano Instructor

Common Problems and How to Fix Them

As a piano instructor, | have play a triad without the middle note (play just the top and
noticed that some of the most bottom notes). Then switch it up!
common problems students struggle with
are rushing, missing notes or jumps, evenness, rapid Rhythm Practice
position shifts, chords, and ftrills. The fixes below have Change up your rhythms! For example, it could sound
helped many of my students, and I still use many of these something like this: Lonnng-short-lonnng-short-lonnng.....
myself when practicing! Some great combinations are “short-long”, “long-short”,

“short-short-long”, and “long-long-short”. This does

Ghosting wonders for evenness problems.

Play a note without sounding it! This really helps you focus

on your finger, hand, wrist, and arm movements. If you're Trills

up for a litfle more challenge, it can also really help fo sing Try focusing on rotating left to right between the two

or hum along when doing this. fingers, using each note and rotation to “trampoline” to

the next in one continuous flow. Make sure the rotation

Stop and Prepare comes from the forearm and wrist, not the fingers! The
“Pause” on each note in order to think ahead about how faster you go, the smaller the movements and the closer to
you are going to move the hand or finger before playing it. the keys you should get.

This helps a lot with rushing, missing notes/jumps, and rapid

position shifts. Many of these techniques can be applied beyond the

piano! Give them a try during your next practice session!
LOAF

Leave Out A Finger! Great for troublesome chords. Try
playing a chord without one of the notes in it. For example,

. student of the month

Adult Jam Session ! ! Devon H.

@ 5pm is a very determined and passionate
learner. She is not one to shy away
from new and unique challenges,
because she knows she can overcome
them with the right mindset. It really
is a pleasure to work with her each
and every week."

Amber Kuykendall's
Birthday

Helotes Marketplace Performances

feat. 4 SAMA Student Bands
10am - 3pm Jonathan Curtis, M.M., Guitar Instructor
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SAMA student accomplishments

Luis R. has achieved impressive accomplishments with the
assistance of Mr. Jonathan and Ms. Tanisha. With their
support, he gained acceptance into Arizona State
University (ASU) and received the prestigious Dean's Award
Scholarship. Luis also secured admission into the renowned
Herberger Institute at ASU and earned the esteemed Music
- ,' Therapy Award. Furthermore, he was honored with the
Q\ .«;mﬂu"”"'"r'“'.' FEE = AL Minnie Stevens Piper Foundation Scholarship, further
PR ‘\ ‘ demonstrating his hard work, determination, exceptional
: talent, and commitment to music.
‘ 5 Congratulations, Luis!

Congratulations to Nicholas S, student
of Andi Tupponce, for receiving a
Superior rating at the San Antonio
Music Teachers Association’s
Achievement Auditions!
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