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As a performer, teacher, and
student, it took me a while to

understand the benefits of memorizing
music and trusting oneself. | don't mean to imply that
musicians who perform with sheet music are less
than those who play without it. Just like most things in
life, there are pros and cons.

Pros: Not relying on sheet music allows you to fully
immerse yourself in the music as an artist and
performer. It opens the door to a higher level of self-
trust and confidence, helping you gradually step out
of your comfort zone. It's a testament to the hard
work and dedication you've put intfo learning a new
skill. Whether it's "Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star" or an
advanced-level piece, your audience is invited to
enter a world of your own creation and perception.
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Andi Tupponce, B.M., Piano Instructor

Memorizing Your Music

Cons: Memorizing music requires more effort and
sometimes more time to embed it in your muscle
and mental memory. In a way, it offers less security
because if you make a mistake, you have to keep
going as best as you can. Playing from memory can
add to our anxiety and demands perseverance and
grace to continue.

Regardless of the approach you choose, remember
one thing: we are proud of you. Your teacher, family,
fellow musicians, and the rest of the audience are in
awe of your decision to stick with it, work through it,
and prove to yourself that you can overcome
challenges. Well done!

student of the month

Sarah Miga, M.M., Voice Instructor
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SAMA student accomplishments

Congratulations to Madison Aikens, student of Sarah, for
being cast as Matilda at the Zilker Theatre in Austin, TX.

Madison Aikens
Matilda




