



Madelynn D.  
continues to gracefully accept challenges 

and meet the high expectations I set for 
her. Her skill set continues to widen in 
range - from vocal technique to stage 

presence in both auditions and 
performances, and sight-singing and ear 

training. Any one of these skill sets is 
daunting to tackle on its own but 

Madelynn has been facing them head-on 
concurrently and with tenacity." 

     
- Khadijah Jabbar, Voice Instructor 

There are so many fun 
things to do now that 

school is out for the summer! 
However, one of those things is most 

likely not practicing your instrument. As a former 
student myself, I totally understand, so don’t feel 
guilty if this is you! Like most hobbies and activities, 
playing an instrument requires tender love and care. 
The longer you go without playing your instrument, 
the more likely it is that you will forget all of the fun 
pieces and concepts that you have learned with 
your music instructor. So how can you balance 
having the summer of a lifetime while also 
consistently practicing your instrument? 

1.   Change up your practice schedule! Playing your 
instrument at different times of the day can have 
some very interesting results - try practicing first thing 
in the morning or in the middle of the afternoon.  

2.   Play for your friends and family! You’ll be surprised 
at how much fun it is to be the center of attention 
with your instrument. Even though it can be nerve-
wracking, performing your music in front of people is 
an excellent way to keep motivated. 

3.     Challenge yourself to pieces that you’ve always 
wanted to play. Now that school’s out, this is the 
perfect time to motivate yourself with that super 
hard piece you’ve always wanted to try! 

I hope you all find these tips helpful. Now go out and 
enjoy your summer! (But don’t forget to practice!) 
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