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m o n t h l y
Our most important tool 
as a musician is our ear. 

I recently picked 
up a song book 

from one of my 
f a v o r i t e 

bands. When I started to learn 
one of the songs, I noticed a lot 
of differences between the tab 
and standard notation. At this 
point the only way to figure out 
which one was right was to 
listen to the song itself. In some 
cases the tab was correct and in 
others the notation was correct.  This 
made the book a very unreliable resource 
in learning the song.  

There are many tutorials on Youtube and many 
tabs floating around on the internet. These can 

get you in the ball park but can’t always be 
trusted. I highly encourage all of you to 

first try to learn your songs by ear.  It 
starts as a slow process, but in time 

you will get better and faster. You 
will make mistakes, but even I still 
m a k e m i s t a k e s w h e n 
transcribing. Every time we do it, 
we get a little better at it. If you 

get stuck or if there is something 
you can’t hear then find a video 

of the song being performed live 
and see how it’s played. Use Youtube 

and tabs as another tool to help you learn, 
but your primary tool should always be your ear.

I N S T R U C T O R  C O R N E R

playing 
by ear

“Lilian B. is a teacher's 
dream! She's a quick learner 

and knows how to work hard! 
Can't wait to see her continue 

to grow in music!"  

- Jeffery Dunn, Guitar Instructor
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Randy Naranjo, M.S., 
Guitar Instructor
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SAMA WILL BE CLOSED  
FOR 4TH OF JULY BREAK
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Congratulations to Taylor R.  
for nailing her audition and being 
accepted as a voice performance 
major at Stephen F. Austin State 
University starting in the fall. Taylor has 
been studying under the direction of 
SAMA instructor Sarah Miga, M.M., for 
the past few years.


