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Student of the Month
AnnaMaria M.
“AnnaMaria has
excelled at such a
rapid speed during
her time here at
SAMA that she has
been asked to sing at
numerous functions
at her school! I can
honestly say that I
look forward to our
lessons together because I know she is
coming in prepared and with something new
mastered. When an issue arises in her
technique, she truly takes it on, coming in
with questions and pencil in hand. She
always walks in the door with a smile on her
face, and it warms my heart to see her giggle
and shake her head with enthusiasm when
she starts "to get" something. There is
something warm and bright about
AnnaMaria, and I look forward to seeing her
blossom as a performer over the next few
months. Having only just begun to explore
performance practice with deep interest,
AnnaMaria is a true performer at heart, with
a natural knack for emoting to whom ever
she is singing to.”
- Diane Green
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Voice Instructor

AUGUST 17TH
Back to School Recital
LOL Comedy Club

Instructor Corner

The Reason I Play Guitar
I remember the first time I wanted
to play the guitar. I saw an old TV
show at my grandparent’s house
when I was about 6-7 yrs old. Wild,
Wild, West was on and there was a
flamenco guitarist in the episode
playing in a cantina. The next time, I
was 11 and watching MTV while a
video came on. I was mesmerized by
the sound of the guitar in the song. When the lead guitarist
played a solo, the video did a close up on his hands. I was in
awe that anyone was able to make such a cool sound out of a
musical instrument; and it looked cool too. I immediately
asked my parents for a guitar that year for Christmas. They
bought me an acoustic guitar from Montgomery Ward. They
told me that if I stuck with it for a year and practiced they
would get me a better one. That’s exactly what I did. And they
were true to their word. The following year, they bought me
an electric guitar with an amp. I decided that my goal would
be to learn to play the album that the video had come from. It
took me 2 years just to be able to clunk it out.
I am often mystified when I ask a student what their reason
is to play guitar. Most of them have no idea. I want to tell all
the students out there that no matter what instrument you
play...find a reason for it. Music is an art form. All music has a
character it should be performed with - that is the main
building block of the art. So find your passion and express
yourself.
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Guitar Instructor

The month of August will be
Scott Flanagan’s last month
teaching with SAMA. Scott
holds a full-time recruiting
position at UTSA and will
continue to pursue his
collegiate career. We are happy
for his success and wish him all
the best.
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Derek Adam has been with SAMA since
Day 1 back in 2010. We are proud of the
many accomplishments he has achieved,
most notably receiving his Masters from
UTSA. We wish him the best in all his
future plans as he approaches these last
few weeks of teaching with SAMA.
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